DENVER
Mile High Connects (MHC)

Mile High Connects' mission is to prioritize and increase equitable investment into community projects.
These projects are driven by collective action among nonprofits, community organizers, private and public
sector, influencing how vulnerable communities experience growth.
Mile High Connects’ strategies intentionally address disparities and bring community solutions to light.
MHC works in three target geographies and in partnership with organizations to influence regional and
statewide shifts.

Examples of some of the work done with SPARCC capital grant funds follow.

ABOUT SPARCC
Launched in 2017 the Strong, Prosperous and Resilient Communities Challenge (SPARCC) is an initiative to
change the way we invest in and shape our cities to promote racial justice, health equity, and climate
resilience. SPARCC offers flexible grant funding, technical assistance, and a community of practice that
convenes around policy and arts & culture to support innovative solutions that elevate communities' role
in shaping their environment.

DENVER

West Denver Single Family Plus
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Pilot
NEIGHBORHOOD West Denver
SPARCC CAPITAL GRANT $250,000
SPARCC INNOVATION GRANT $200,000
DEVELOPER
West Denver Renaissance Collaborative
(WDRC)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The creation of studio, one- or two-bedroom
units in the backyards or over a garage provides

residents with the ability to earn extra income to cover rising property taxes while providing
stable, long-term housing for another family. The ADU program provides a solution to address
residents’ (both homeowners and renters) concerns of displacement. The program also provides
an opportunity for intergenerational wealth building. The capital grant was used as a revolving
fund for the development funds. The SPARCC innovation grant was used to assist with the costs to
create the ADU program and was important in attracting additional capital.
LESSONS LEARNED
Understanding the long-term priorities of families is important to determine whether this
solution fits their needs. ADUs are not the right solution for everyone
Initial or first-in grant funding can be an important tool in attracting more capital

DENVER

BuCu West Bottling Plant
NEIGHBORHOOD West Denver
SPARCC CAPITAL GRANT $165,770

DEVELOPER
BuCu West Development Association
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
SPARCC grantdollars bridged funding from
public and private sources and provided
the down payment that allowed BuCu
West to put the property under contract.
The quick purchase prevented the property from being sold to a buyer that does not share the
community's inclusive vision for the neighborhood. The project plans include the expansion of
an existing bottling business that employed 6 local residents and the creation of a small
community center. This new location allows the bottling business to grow by an estimated 3 or 4
times its size. The bottling company plans to become a worker-owned cooperative. Additionally,
the small community center will provide space for peer-to-peer educational classes, a
community art gallery, and temporary workspaces for local artists/entrepreneurs.
LESSONS LEARNED
The ability for community members to quickly purchase neighborhood real estate is critical to
slowing gentrification and reducing displacement
Flexible and accessible grant funds can help facilitate this quick purchasing

